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A) Identification
Historic Name:

Mt. Pleasant Cemetery

Common Name:
Address:

115 E. Raven Ridge Road

City:

Kelso

B)

County:

Cowlitz

Site Access (describe site access, restrictions, etc.)

When driving "up" Mt. Pleasant Road (heading east)from Old Highway 99, turn right onto Hale Barber
Road. The entrance to cemetery is at the end of Hale Barber Road, with a gate to access the parking lot
on the left.

C)

Property owner(s), Address and Zip

Name:
Address:
City:

D)

Cowlitz County Cemetery District #6
220 Bodine Rd
Kelso

State:

WA

Zip: 98626

Legal boundary description and boundary justification

Tax No./Parcel:
Boundary Justification:

WD3205002, WD3201005
Parcels noted include historical plots. Adjacent parcel WD3201004 is also
owned by the cemetery district however includes no historic plots.

FORM PREPARED BY
Name:
Address:
City / State / Zip:
Email:

Ingrid Sandstrom
10061 Riverside Dr. #610
Toluca Lake, CA
iesandstrom@yahoo.com

Phone:
Nomination
Date:

323-854-3572
8/18/2017
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E)

Category of Property (Choose One)
building
structure (irrigation system, bridge, etc.)
district
object (statue, grave marker, vessel, etc.)
cemetery/burial site
historic site (site of an important event)
archaeological site
traditional cultural property (spiritual or creation site, etc.)
cultural landscape (habitation, agricultural, industrial, recreational, etc.)

F)

Area of Significance – Check as many as apply
The property belongs to the early settlement, commercial development, or original
native occupation of a community or region.
The property is directly connected to a movement, organization, institution, religion, or
club which served as a focal point for a community or group.
The property is directly connected to specific activities or events which had a lasting
impact on the community or region.
The property is associated with legends, spiritual or religious practices, orlife ways
which are uniquely related to a piece of land or to a natural feature.
The property displays strong patterns of land use or alterations of the environment
which occurred during the historic period (cultivation, landscaping, industry, mining,
irrigation, recreation).
The property is directly associated with an individual who made an important
contribution to a community or to a group of people.
The property has strong artistic, architectural or engineering qualities, or
displays unusual materials or craftwork belonging to a historic era.
The property was designed or built by an influential architect, or reflects the work of an
important artisan.
Archaeological investigation of the property has or will increase our understanding of
past cultures or life ways.

WASHINGTON STATE
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation

WASHINGTON HERITAGE REGISTER
G)

Property Description

Mt. Pleasant Cemetery is located on a hillside off Mt. Pleasant Road south of Kelso and north
of Kalama, southeast of the town of Carrolls. A center lane through the cemetery wide enough
for a single vehicle has been paved following the original, pioneer-era pathway and some of
the oldest graves are in the first rows immediately alongside. A gate surrounds the property
with entry points at either end of the center lane, as well as an entry gate to a small visitor
parking area north of the cemetery, and just south of where Hale Barber Road splits into
Raven Ridge and East Raven Ridge Roads. The hilltop is very peaceful, quiet, and often has a
gentle breeze.
To the south the cemetery overlooks the Kalama River Valley, to the east the rounded peak of
Mt. St. Helens is visible, and to the west is the Columbia River. Currently lush trees are
blocking the view of the river; however when the trees are sparse in the fall and winter your
view is less obstructed. The Barber family – who owned the surrounding land for four
generations and had a hand in managing the cemetery for one hundred and twelve of its one
hundred and thirty-nine-year history – they and subsequent land owners changed how their
land was used, shifting between pasture land, farmland, clear-cutting for log sales, and further
development – all of which affected the presence and growth of surrounding trees and
determined how clear the view was of the river.
There are two hundred and seventy-four known gravesites at the cemetery; approximately half
of them are occupied by pioneers and their descendants. The oldest grave at the cemetery
dates to 1878 and the most recent are within the past ten years as the cemetery continues to
be used. Some early graves remain unmarked or are marked with more modern headstones;
however others have been preserved in their original state or repaired. Such restoration is
visible on three early headstones – the base of John Krall’s 1916 headstone has been
reinforced with cement, the 1894 headstone of Edna Rewey was straightened and the base
reinforced, and the 1880 headstone of Philander Rewey which had broken into three pieces
has been repaired. Multi-plot family blocks were sold years in advance of their need and some
headstones are shared amongst family members. In other cases a headstone was placed for
the first family member to pass away and other subsequent family members were interred
without a marker alongside the initial grave. Detailed maps and sale records kept by the Barber
family and Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Association have ensured the proper tracking of these
unmarked graves.
The historic appearance of the cemetery was beautifully described in Iowa’s Estherville Daily
News on the occasion of pioneer and Barber family patriarch, Welcome Barber’s passing,
written by his good friend, Frank Davey:

“… [Welcome Barber] climbed to the top of a bluff overlooking the Kalama and
Columbia Rivers, at an elevation of 1400 feet above tide water although only two miles
from the Columbia on the Washington side, and there he made the distinguishing
marks of industry and good taste. He started on that almost mountain farm in the winter
of 1877 and when I came to the
coast in the winter of 1886 he had just a charming
home carved out of the virgin hilltop. The summer of 1887 I visited there and found
about the prettiest spot in Cowlitz County, picturesque, conveniently situated and good
land. He had a nice residence, thriving fruit trees, small fruit, shrubbery, well fenced
fields, meadows and pastures, was comfortable and cheerful. He continued to add to
his possessions and improvements and now leaves to his youngest boy, a valuable
farm. (…) With a view to the future and with his peculiar good judgment in such
matters, Mr. Barber early provided for a neighborhood burying ground, donating the site
himself and today on a magnificent sun-kissed hillside, the pretty little Kalama river
rattling past its base, the regal Columbia flowing in sight for many miles in either
direction, a large sweep of southwestern Washington and northwestern Oregon,
including a number of eternal snowpeaks, lying in grand panorama before the eye of
him who muses there—on such a site is a silent colony of friends whose names will be
remembered in many homes where the REPUBLICAN is read. There are buried—
Welcome and Polly Barber. Philander Rewey and his daughter Edna, who was married
to a Joseph Robb, Geo. M. Haskins (Mike) and his son Charley (the latter born in
Estherville), Mrs. Andrew Matteson, son Alfred and daughter Belle (Widerman), and
John H. Jenkins. (…) I believe the old friends who are still left there to read these lines
will join me in wishing a peaceful eternity for the sturdy, loyal hearted pioneer, Welcome
Barber.”
– Frank Davey, Estherville Daily News, July 4, 1895. page 5
The amount of gravesites has grown since Mr. Davey’s description; however the graves that
have been added follow the pattern of placement that was established by the list of names he
mentions. As a result the layout of the cemetery remains the same.

H)

Significance

Mt. Pleasant Cemetery is considered to be culturally significant due to it being one of the
earliest cemeteries in Cowlitz County. The cemetery was a community burial ground for
pioneer residents, including several who were notable contributors to local history. The
cemetery was a critical piece of early infrastructure and contributed to further settlement of the
area. The location has potential to yield archaeological insight about the past, and Native
American artifacts have reportedly been found on the property.
The settlers of the community faced unique challenges in their choice of location. Isolated
between two rivers and settled in 1851-1852, the area lacked the support structure of more
established communities like Kelso to the north. The settlers that put down roots here went to
work building their own community, and their efforts brought change and structure that
benefitted the entire county through establishing rule of law, building county roads and a
bridge, supporting the logging industry in remote areas, advocating for and uniting the
agricultural community, and contributions to county elections and political structure.
Compared to other cemeteries in the county, Mt. Pleasant Cemetery and Rose Valley

Cemetery stand out for an interesting reason. Aside from Catlin Cemetery, the oldest cemetery
in the county, all other older cemeteries are either small family-only plots or appear to have
initially started out as family-only plots and then expanded to serve a wider community. Both
Mt. Pleasant and Rose Valley were offered for community use years prior to the donating
family’s need for burials. This service-oriented sense of community is a common thread found
among the stories of pioneers and subsequent generations of residents in the Mt. PleasantRose Valley area. Also notable is that of the early cemeteries that contained more than just a
single family, Mt. Pleasant has remained one of the smallest. The earliest cemetery by-laws for
Mt. Pleasant state that burials will be restricted to people who reside in the community, and this
sentiment was carried over when the county district was formed. Restricting burials to an
already sparse population has allowed the cemetery to retain its integrity and original layout
despite continued use.

History of Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Management
The Barber family arrived in Cowlitz County in 1877 and laid claim to their homestead on Mt.
Pleasant. In 1878 with the death of G.S. Randall a portion of Welcome Barber’s land began to
be used for burials. Three more burials were added before Barber formally donated the land to
the community in 1886.
On October 7, 1935 the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Association was formed with Frank Lamont
Barber, Welcome Barber’s son, serving as president. By-laws governing the management of
the cemetery were drawn up and signed by local residents. In the first paragraph of the
agreement it is noted that the association’s previous by-laws and records had been lost in a
fire, although it would appear that only the previous by-laws document and record of
association meeting minutes were lost, as record of burials and payment have been retained
for plots prior to 1935. Welcome Barber passed away in 1895 and his son Frank remained
living on the family land adjacent to the cemetery, which makes it unlikely that management of
the cemetery left the Barber’s control in the years between 1895 and 1935. Upon Frank’s
death in September of 1943, his son Hale Barber was elected as the new president of the
association.
Jocile Welch, Hale’s step-daughter, recalls seeing both her step-father and grandfather Frank
unfolding the large cemetery map to arrange plots and take payment for services. Jocile also
recalls the state of the cemetery at that time, and many other anecdotal details. The cemetery
had a fence around it as early as Jocile can remember, which initially was made of barbed wire
due to cattle roaming the property. She remembers that the holly trees were well established
and that a horse once got loose within the fence of the cemetery and knocked over the
headstone of John Krall, which was repaired. In the late 1940’s Hale and his wife’s quick
efforts saved the cemetery from a fire that had spread up the hill from the Kalama River.
Between 1935 and 1954 (when the association minutes cease), community upkeep of the
cemetery was loosely overseen by the association. The cemetery land was mown once a year,
paid for by the association, and in 1954 switched to twice a year – before Memorial Day and
again in August. Although not mentioned in the by-laws, there are notes in the association
minutes that suggest the purchaser of a cemetery block was expected to maintain their
purchase outside of the association-provided yearly mowing, and community tools were
purchased for the task. Volunteer labor was solicited from nearby residents and donations
welcomed from those further away. Upkeep tasks ranging from mowing to fence mending were
often done in exchange for credit towards purchasing plots.
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Association meetings occurred yearly into the 1940’s, twice skipping a

year until 1949. The next meetings occurred in 1954, which is where the record of meeting
minutes stops. A similar drop-off in documentation occurred with the Rose Valley Cemetery
Association in 1951. While it is unclear what caused this drop-off in organization, two locals
(Becky Molt, longtime resident and involved with Rose Valley Cemetery; Ed Geiger, whose
family members have been buried at Mt. Pleasant since the 1930’s) recall a corresponding low
point in maintenance through the 1950’s.
Rose Valley Cemetery’s maintenance picked up again in the early 1960’s with yearly, multi-day
efforts from dozens of local residents to clear the cemetery prior to Memorial Day. “Pioneer
Picnics” were also held to collect donations toward maintenance. This resurgence of interest in
cemetery care may have primed local residents to take advantage of Washington State Senate
Bill No. 240, approved on March 20, 1965, which encouraged the formation of cemetery
districts to maintain rural cemeteries. Rose Valley and Mt. Pleasant cemeteries banded
together and petitioned the Cowlitz County Commissioners for a new district in late 1965. The
commissioners approved of the proposal and set an election for February 5, 1966, for which
local residents overwhelmingly voted in favor of forming a district, and in doing so selected
Hale Barber as one of the three first commissioners.
The first meeting of Cowlitz County Cemetery District No. 6 occurred on March 10, 1966.
Through 1966 the priorities were establishing new cemetery practices, such as pricing, cement
vaults and headstones flush with the ground, sorting out consolidation of the deeds for the
properties with the county and establishing processes with the Cowlitz County Treasurer.
Through 1967 and 1968 there were ongoing issues with the transfer of deeds to the county,
included the transfer of Hale and Agnes Barber’s land for a road connecting Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery to Mt. Pleasant Road. By late 1968 the deeds were handed over to the District
Attorney and the road to the cemetery was nearing completion. Taxes had been collected on
the land since 1967, however possibly due to the nominal amount collected in a rural area and
delays in the proper transfer of deeds the effort to restore the cemetery was delayed until a
budget was passed for the year 1969.
In July 1969, The Daily News reported on the work that was about to begin at Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery. District records show work began in earnest with line items for mowing, machine
work, and payment for dozens of hours of labor. In April 1970 Hale Barber reported that the
work was going well, and sought estimates for paving the roads at both cemeteries. March 2,
1972 is the last meeting with Hale Barber as a commissioner, although his presence is noted
at further meetings.
Over the next decades, the minutes trace further efforts to maintain Mt. Pleasant Cemetery,
with regular mowing, weeding, cleaning of headstones, fences being upgraded and the road
repaved. In September of 1980 signs were made for both cemeteries. In 1983, just over ten
years after Hale Barber left the commission, his grandson Michael Johnson was elected as a
commissioner and served until 2001. His tenure oversaw homes built along Hale Barber Road
and Raven Ridge Road, for which road access was granted in exchange for land adjacent to
the cemetery. In 1999 a small family cemetery was discovered on Weyerhaeuser land within
the boundaries of District No. 6. The Voight Family Cemetery was incorporated into the district
and maintenance efforts were arranged. In the 2000’s further land was purchased for future
expansion and parking areas.
With Michael Johnson’s 2001 resignation, Barber family members have had a hand in
managing 112 years of Mt. Pleasant Cemetery’s 139-year history.
Notable people buried at the cemetery include James Poland (early pioneer, local judge and

County Sheriff), Sirena Carroll (daughter of the founder of the town of Carrolls), and Alfred
McKay (a member of the Cowlitz Tribe with ties to one of Oregon’s founding families). Others
include further local pioneers, an early County School Superintendent, a Justice of the Peace
who officiated many early weddings, a well-known businessman, and the first person from
Cowlitz County to give their life in battle overseas.
Notes and brief family histories of some of the significant families are below, along with a
history of the cemetery’s management.

Poland Family
James Harvey Poland was among the first pioneers to settle in the area – his arrival dates
between 1851-1852 – and he is noted as the first resident in the Shanghai-Rose Valley area
south of Peter Crawford’s Kelso; his claim was located at the mouth of Owl Creek. Poland’s
arrival may pre-date the arrival of well-known pioneer Ezra Meeker in Kalama (who came west
in 1852) and would have occurred near the same time as the Bozarth’s “Woodland Farm
House” was being built. Poland’s choice of land follows the noted pattern of first settlers
claiming land along the major waterways, and then homesteaders claiming land between the
rivers, in valleys and along smaller creeks.
James H. Poland’s rise in local politics and government is traceable through his mentions in
local publications and the minutes of the Cowlitz County Commissioners meetings. He would
have arrived in the area at just shy of twenty years old, and by age twenty-eight was listed as a
farmer on the 1860 census. In 1861 he was appointed as a judge in the Kalama precinct, 1862
as a road supervisor for district #4 (having been previously noted as an axman and chain
bearer on the territorial road), and in 1862 and 1863 was appointed an election judge. He was
selected as a Petit Juror for the 1868 spring term of US District Court in Vancouver and
approved as Justice of the Peace for the Kalama precinct in 1869. In 1870 he served as
Election Inspector for the Owl Creek precinct and, on August 2, 1870, was elected Cowlitz
County Sheriff. He served as county sheriff until his resignation due to ill health on May 20,
1872, and upon his resignation as Sheriff was reinstated as Justice of the Peace for the Owl
Creek precinct and also remained active in local affairs. Between this time and his death he
can be found noted as petitioning for roads, serving as a witness for land claim testimony to
the United States Land Office in Vancouver, being paid for cougar scalps, and being
nominated as an officer in the Kalama Masonic Lodge. At the Cowlitz County Republican
Convention of 1880 he was nominated to a County Central Committee, helped select
delegates for the Territorial Convention, and was one of a five-man committee tasked with
creating a permanent organizational structure for the convention moving forward.
Insight into James’ personal life can be found in various records at the Cowlitz County
Historical Museum, including some details of which his brother’s descendants may have been
unaware. In 1881 James’ brother, Alexander Hale Poland (a Union soldier from Illinois), came
west with his large family by train from Kansas to San Francisco, boat to Portland, and finally a
ferry to Carrolls. A narrative family history written by a descendant of Alexander’s is kept at the
Cowlitz County Historical Museum, and colorful tidbits about James are mentioned – including
that he was an avid walker and twice walked to California and back. These trips may be
indicative of him having gone to work in the California gold mines, which was a common side
venture at the time to quickly earn a decent sum of money. Also noted is that James was a
lifelong bachelor, however this may not have been true. In the early marriage records of the
county, an 1872 entry exists of a marriage between Annie B. Gamble and James H. Poland,
and Poland is also noted as a widower in the 1880 census. Given the later arrival of Alexander
and family, the children may have only known James as unwed. Annie’s son Frank is buried at
Mt. Pleasant, which gives weight to a connection.

Alexander Poland held an original land patent for part of his homestead, and other early
records show further lands purchased. James E. Poland, Alexander’s son buried at Mt.
Pleasant, was also an original land patent owner. The younger James Poland ran supplies
from the Carroll’s dock up to the logging camps from 1897 to 1924, servicing some of the
major logging companies at the time. He and his wife Maude also served as post-master and
mistress from 1930 to 1943. Carrolls being the connection that it was to the logging camps, the
postal handling was an important responsibility, and when the job changed hands from
Alexander’s son George Poland to CC Rulifson (son of Bangs Penny Rulifson, buried at Mt.
Pleasant) it drew mention in The San Francisco Call. In the latter years of his life, the younger
James Poland was the janitor at the school in Carrolls, and stopping by the school late one
night in 1940 tragically resulted in James’ death – after attempting to cross the street in the
dark, he was struck by a highway patrolman and passed away from his injuries. This wasn’t the
only automotive-related tragedy to fall upon the family; a year earlier James’ daughter, Jane
Emeline, and three members of the Nye family were killed in an accident on Ocean Beach
Highway that captured the attention and sadness of the county. After leaving a bridge
dedication in Cathlamet, the vehicle in which they were traveling hit the concrete railing of the
bridge over Mill Creek. All occupants of the vehicle perished, and of the six that passed four of
them are buried at Mt. Pleasant.
Alexander Poland’s family continued the legacy of service and dedication to the local
community. His son Joseph taught at the Shanghai school, and son George (who married
Edna Doble) owned the Carroll’s store for a brief time, was on the local school board, a police
judge and Justice of the Peace in Kelso for many years, and twice served as mayor of Kelso.
James H. Poland passed away in 1886, five years after his brother arrived, and Alexander
followed in 1896. Upon Alexander’s passing, his fellow Union soldiers in the area published a
beautiful poem to his memory in the Kelsonian. In part:
“We know that he is safe on the golden shore, Where all the white robed angels roam;
Over the river, the mystic river, Our comrade is waiting to welcome us home.”

Gamble-Carroll-Clark-Chapman Family
Annie B. Gamble arrived to the area along with son Frank between 1870 and 1872 after what
was likely a tumultuous marriage and divorce. In the book “Gender and Generation on the Far
Western Frontier,” author Cynthia Prescott cites Annie’s 1870 divorce from James W. Gamble
as an example of women exerting their desire for a more civilized marriage after the
ruggedness of frontier life began to settle – similar divorces cited by Prescott were granted due
to the husband’s drunkenness and physical or verbal cruelty. The couple had arrived in Marion
County, Oregon, early enough for their son Frank to have been born there in 1858 and by 1872
a marriage record to James H. Poland locates Annie to Cowlitz County. In the 1880 census of
Cowlitz County, James is noted as a widower, and Frank, then 22 years old, appears to be
living on his own. It is unclear at what point Emma Gamble, who is buried at Mt. Pleasant and
noted as Frank’s sister, was born. I could find no grave in the area for Annie, and one might
theorize that “Emma” may have been a misunderstanding of “Anna” written in cursive.
In 1882 Frank Gamble was married to Sirena Carroll, daughter of Major Carroll, after whom the
town of Carrolls was named. Major Carroll and his family moved to the area in 1854 and in the
1860’s purchased land from Neils Anderson, who had had built a dock on the riverfront land.
The area became known as Carroll’s Point, Carroll’s Landing, or Carrollton and the access of
the dock for ferries and commerce made it a bustling spot on account of it being the best
access for supplies to be delivered and hauled to the logging camps. The dock, stores, shingle

mills, a post office and eventually a railroad stop and highway all contributed to Carrolls being
a central resource for residents of the area, which you may not guess driving through there
today.
Frank and Sirena had two daughters, Eva (Clark) and Edna (Chapman), before Frank passed
away. Despite Sirena having remarried after Frank’s passing, Sirena, Frank, their daughters
and sons-in-law are all buried alongside each other at Mt. Pleasant. A stone near their graves
memorializes their connection to the area now known as Carrolls.

Haskins-Choate Family
The Choate Family, originally from Kentucky, made their way west to Oregon from Illinois in
covered wagons. Upon hearing that land would be available in Cowlitz County, John Choate
and his sons came to the area and chose land in what became known as Owl Creek or
Shanghai Valley, now called Rose Valley. Wife Mary Ann and their young daughter remained
in Oregon while John and sons built the family home, using a hollowed out tree stump as
shelter during the building process. John’s long-legged sons, one of whom, David A. Choate, is
buried at Mt. Pleasant, are the inspiration for a rumor about the origination of the nickname
“Shanghai Valley.” According to this version of the tale, Samuel Huntington joked that the longlegged Choate sons looked to similar to Shanghai chickens and began referring to the area as
Shanghai Valley. When the Choate boys turned sixteen each took a donation land claim,
including David, which, although his father donated the land for the Rose Valley cemetery and
much of his family is interred there, puts him among the nearly two dozen original land patent
owners buried at Mt. Pleasant.
Owing to their early arrival in the area, Choate family members were able to testify to the
difficulties of isolated life in the valley. Prior to a dock being built at Carrolls Landing, early
settlers would have to ride horseback over a rough trail to the Coweeman River, tie their
horses in the brush, find a boat to borrow (which may not be readily available), and then row a
mile upstream for access to supplies. A dock being built at Carroll’s Landing relieved some of
this journey, however the lack of viable roads still proved problematic. Many records exist of
those interred at the cemetery working as chainsmen, axmen, and a variety of other roadwork
positions to clear paths for the growing populace. John Choate and William Huntington
reportedly worked for one hundred days to clear the first road into the valley.
Further evidence of the challenges of early life in the area can be found in an 1878
proclamation signed by local residents and published in the Vancouver Independent. Choate
family members (including David), Welcome Barber, Major Carroll, Andrew Matteson,
Huntington family members and others met for the purpose of drafting resolutions
condemnatory to the practice of claim jumping. They resolved to direct those seeking land to
vacant properties or to the proper channels for purchasing land, to not aid or assist anyone
attempting to take another’s land, to ask those who have taken claims by ill means to withdraw,
and to recognize a person’s improvements and labor on their claimed land to be good-faith
evidence of the claim. As proof of the community’s follow-through on the sentiment of this pact,
names of those buried at Mt. Pleasant can be found published in the Vancouver Independent
as witnesses for land claim justification or as having filed public notice of abandoned claims
through the United States Land Office in Vancouver.
In 1883 David A. Choate was married Carrie Haskins, the daughter of George Micah Haskins,
by William Randall, Justice of the Peace – another of those interred at Mt. Pleasant. The
Haskins family’s arrival to Cowlitz County was part an exodus from Iowa in the 1870’s after
massive grasshopper infestations decimated farmland and sent families into poverty. G.M.

Haskins was recognized as a very able farmer in both Cowlitz County and Emmet County,
Iowa, where he served as president of their agricultural society. In Cowlitz County he also
provided blacksmith services and served as postmaster of the Carrolls area from 1877-1878.
In a somewhat unusual occurrence, G.M.’s wife Louisa can also be found as an original land
patent owner in the area, having purchased land from the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1879.
G.M. and son Charles share a marker at Mt. Pleasant while both Carrie and Louisa’s graves
are unmarked.

Barber-Rewey Family
Welcome Barber, a descendant of Mayflower passenger George Soule, arrived with his family
and staked claim on Mt. Pleasant in 1877. The land the Barbers claimed resulted in distribution
of original land patents to Welcome as well as sons Orren and Frank Lamont. Likely arriving
with them was Philander Rewey, a Union soldier from Wisconsin who was married to
Welcome’s daughter Mary (Bridgford). In 1886 Welcome donated the land for Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery although the space had already been in use for burials, including those of G.S.
Randall, Philander Rewey, and Joe Poland.
The Barbers and the Mattesons moved together from Rhode Island to Wisconsin and then
Iowa after Welcome Barber married Polly Matteson, sister of Andrew Matteson, in 1854. Their
search for prosperous homesteads brought them to Cowlitz County in part to avoid blizzards,
but largely due to grasshoppers decimating Iowa’s farmland in the mid-1870s. Welcome
Barber, despite being crippled, was acknowledged for his farming abilities in both Iowa and
Cowlitz County, including notes that his impressive Mt. Pleasant potato harvest couldn’t be
claimed as an average for the area, and that his fruit trees were thriving. Welcome can also be
found in various county records as petitioning for roads, serving in a supervisory role on road
building, and serving as an Election Judge for Owl Creek.
Orren Barber (also mentioned as Oren and Orien Barber), Welcome and Polly’s son also
buried at the cemetery, was a school teacher and elected to the position of Cowlitz County
School Superintendent. He held the position for at least two years, from 1882 to 1884 (possibly
longer), and managed over thirty school districts in the process, including redistricting as
needed by population growth and changes. Correspondence with the territorial government
can be found in which Orren requests better reading materials for the county, noting the
scarcity of teachers to hire, and giving general updates on the state of the county schools.
Orren’s brother Frank was also active in the local community and for a time sat on the board of
county commissioners.
Members of the Barber family lived on the family farm adjacent to the cemetery until the death
Frank Lamont’s son, Hale Barber, in 1988. The road into the cemetery bears Hale’s name.

Matteson-Griswold-Doble-Woods Family
Andrew Matteson, brother of Polly Barber, was good friends with his brother-in-law, Welcome
Barber, as noted in Welcome’s obituary. They were also business partners and their families
traveled alongside each other from Rhode Island, where Welcome and Polly were married, to
Wisconsin, Iowa, and eventually Mt. Pleasant in 1877. Andrew married a widow, Sarah
Griswold, and with her three children they came west. Her son Edwin Griswold and daughter
Belle Wideman are also buried at Mt. Pleasant. Two other likely daughters, Sarah (wife of
Benjamin H.) and Rosie (wife of William), married Nye brothers. All four along with many of
their descendants are buried at the cemetery.
Edwin Ervin Griswold married Edith Fay, a member of the Doble family, who were well-known

pioneers. Included in the Cowlitz County Historical Museum is a poetic narrative written by
Evelyn Patton, one of Lucius and Jemima Doble’s children, about their journey west. It details
their travels by wagon and train and the difficulties faced along the way, including blizzards, the
threat of Indian attack and the possibility of starvation, invasive grasshoppers, losing children
to illness along the route, and the uncertainty of what might lie ahead as they continued
westward. The tale ends with them taking the steamship Kellogg to Cowlitz County and happily
settling in the Rose Valley area.
Another Doble descendant buried at the cemetery is Edith and Edwin’s niece Nira “Kitty”
Woods, the daughter of Edith’s brother, Ernest Doble. Nira’s husband and children are buried
at the cemetery, along with further Griswold and Doble relations including the Wheatley, Ames,
Roney and Chaney families.

Sanders-McKay Family
Alfred McKay, his mother Mary (Margaret) Sanders, and his step-father Frank Sanders are all
buried at Mt. Pleasant. Alfred was born in 1895, lived until 1982, and families currently living on
Mt. Pleasant remember him fondly as a humble, kind man who was always willing to help his
neighbors. Two local families that knew him have confirmed that he identified as a Cowlitz
Indian.
Between Mary’s ancestor’s and those of Alfred’s father, David McKay, Alfred’s family tree for
as far back as could be traced consists of Native American or Metis women marrying fur
traders or the Metis sons of fur traders. On his father’s side, Alfred is the great-grandson of
John Clarke, one of the founders of Fort Astoria, and Josephte Kanhopitsa, who is likely the
mother of Chief Skolaskin of the Sanpoils (some records note her as his sister, but the time
frame may be questionable). Skolaskin, Alfred’s great or great-great uncle, was a famed
dreamer-prophet who predicted a large earthquake in 1873 and was later held for many years
without a trial for refusing to turn in a murder suspect. His politically charged jailing included
time spent at Alcatraz.
On Mary Sanders’ side of the family more fur traders, native “country wives,” and Metis
descendants can be found. Notably, Alfred is the great-grandson of Josephte Nouite and
Etienne Lucier – a fur trader turned farmer who came west in the Wilson Price Hunt expedition,
an overland journey in support of the founding of Fort Astoria, at which they arrived in 1812. He
later laid claim to the area that is now Portland, is regarded as Oregon’s first farmer, and was
involved in the early formation of Oregon’s government, a contribution that put his name
among those etched in the frieze of the Oregon state capitol.

Nye Family
Two Nye brothers, Benjamin and William, along with their Matteson wives can be found at Mt.
Pleasant alongside many of their descendants. Their father, Union soldier Stephen Van
Rensselaer Nye, is buried at Rose Valley Cemetery. It appears as though Benjamin and Sarah
arrived to the area first in 1876 after they crossed the plains from Iowa to California in 1874.
Father Stephen appears to have arrived in about 1879, possibly along with his son William and
daughter-in-law Rosie.
William was active in building roads in the area, having served as a chainman and in
supervisory positions, while his brother Benjamin and sister-in-law Sarah took on varied roles
supporting the community. Sarah was a school teacher, served meals to travelers heading to
the logging camps and administered smallpox inoculations. Benjamin logged, farmed, kept

bees and performed tooth extractions. Their home was a boarding house of sorts, and may
have temporarily housed a German spy during World War I.

Randall Family
The Randall Family can be determined to have arrived in the area quite early. An 1878 road
petition is noted as requested to pass near their “dwelling.” In that same year G.S. Randall,
patriarch of the family, passed away and thus became the first known burial at Mt. Pleasant.
G.S.’s wife Mary Jane is noted as a widow in the 1880 census and living with her son William
and family. G.S. and Mary Jane’s daughter, Mary Ida, married Orren Barber in 1879. G.S. and
Mary Jane, Mary Ida and Orren Barber, William and his children Ella, Ernest and Archie
Randall are all buried at Mt. Pleasant, however of the Randalls only Ernest has a headstone –
the rest of the family is buried alongside him in unmarked graves.
William Randall has an original land patent in the area and, like his other contemporaries on
the hill, was quite active in the local community along with his wife Martha “Mattie” Randall.
William was a Justice of the Peace for Owl Creek and active in the local church; he is noted as
Sunday School Superintendent as of 1892. The combination of his active roles in the church
and as a Justice of the Peace may have led to his popularity as an officiant for local weddings
– you can find his name on multiple early county marriage records as having led the ceremony.
He was also noted in county commissioner minutes as having held supervisory roles in the
building of roads, including having been appointed the Superintendent of Carrolls Point Bridge
project in 1886.
William and Mattie were also heavily involved in the Grange, a fraternal organization of
farmers. The Grange was formed in 1867 with the goal of addressing the issues that farmers
faced through organized initiatives, community building and education. The movement took off,
and is credited with the introduction of the Department of Agriculture. The popularity of the
Grange reached Washington prior to statehood, and as a result state laws were formed with
the progressive influence of these organized farmers. William is credited as having organized
the Mt. Pleasant Grange, which included members from his own family and the Barber, Doble,
Olsen, and Rulifson families, among others. The Mt. Pleasant Grange is credited with helping
local farmers through the Depression years by organizing a Farmer’s Market in Kelso to bring
their produce directly to the consumer. The popularity of the idea prompted the opening of a
second market in Longview, and it is noted that most farmers were sold out of their produce by
noon. William and Mattie represented Cowlitz County at state meetings of the Grange, as did
members of the Doble Family. Both William and Mattie were on committees at the statewide
meeting to help define the state organization’s goals in certain areas of interest – William was
on committees for Grange management, taxes and tariffs, and postal improvement
committees, while Mattie was on the Good Roads Committee. The state meeting highlighted
some of the work being done in Cowlitz County, including that it was the first county to have
agricultural and industrial contests for young people, the prizes for which included educational
opportunities at Pullman’s growing school of agriculture.
Archie Randall, son of William and Mattie, is also buried at Mt. Pleasant and has the solemn
distinction of being the first person from Cowlitz County to have given his life in battle
overseas, which occurred during World War I.

Rulifson Family
Bangs Penny Rulifson, originally from New York and buried at Mt. Pleasant, arrived to the
Pacific Northwest in 1875 with his wife Sarah and children. Their method of arrival was to sail

to San Francisco via the Isthmus of Panama, and then took a ship named “Oriflamme” to
Portland. In 1878 Bangs Penny purchased land in Carrollton and set about running and
establishing multiple businesses in Carrollton – he ran the dock, post office, and general store
with his sons, and also ran a saw mill and sold lumber, lath and shingles.
B.P. Rulifson’s son Cassius Cheselden (aka “CC”) in particular was involved in his father’s
businesses and carried this involvement into further local affairs. CC ran supplies from the
dock and general store up to the logging camps, served as postmaster, raised Jersey cattle
and draft horses (which he leased to logging companies), took over running the Carrolls
general store from his father, and was noted as a “pioneer member” of the Rulifson & McKenny
mercantile firm. CC’s brother Eli married Ruthadora Poland (daughter of Alexander Hale
Poland), and Dora’s brother George also briefly ran the store and held the role of postmaster.
Both men became known as prominent local politicians, with CC serving as a Cowlitz County
Commissioner.
Eli was also an original land patent owner in the area, and for a time lived in the famed “Old
Nat Smith” Victorian mansion.

Olsen Family
Nils and Dorothea Olsen held an original land patent in the area, and Olsen Road (off of Kool
Road, which connects to Mt. Pleasant Road) is purportedly named after them. Dorothea’s
maiden name was Sandstrom, and she was the great-great-aunt of Ingrid Sandstrom, the
preparer of this application. Buried next to Nils and Dorothea is Regina Sandstrom, the late
wife of Robert Sandstrom, Dorothea’s great-nephew. While direct descendants of Nils and
Dorothea still live in the Pacific Northwest, no family history or date of arrival in the area was
found. Dorothea’s brother, Frederick Sandstrom, was a successful contractor in the Portland
area and built Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in the northeast part of the city.

Kinnard Family
Anson and Annie Kinnard were immigrants from Canada and original land patent owners in the
area. Land records from 1882-1884 note Anson Kinnard as selling land to various people,
including David A. Choate. Other early records of the Kinnard’s involvement in the area include
road petitions, Anson being involved as a “Director” in the county school district, and serving as
a witness for a land claim and as both a Grand and Petit Juror in the U.S. District Court in
Vancouver.

Baird Family
Three graves simply marked “Baird” presented a challenge to research, however cemetery
records note that the block in which these three graves lie was purchased by Jim Baird, a local
pioneer and land patent owner. Jim Baird claimed his homestead along a creek that fed the
upper Coweeman River, about halfway between Mt. Pleasant Cemetery and Mt. St. Helens.
His son John also held land patents in the area. To this day two creeks near the land
homesteaded by the Baird family are named in their honor – Baird Creek and Little Baird
Creek.

Samuelson, Wilson, and Birch Families
No family history on Harold and Marie Samuelson, John and Rebecca Wilson, and Peter C.
Birch was found, however the three men are among the twenty two original land patent owners
buried at the cemetery. Based upon some land records from the area, it appears as though it

could take many years for a land patent to be issued after a claim had been made. The issue
date of Peter Birch’s patent is 1874, which would place him in the area quite early. There were
other family names at the cemetery that were likely early settlers as well (Piper, Krall,
Spreadborough, Skillings), however histories, exact names and other vital pieces of
confirmation were difficult to locate. A good example of this is Alonzo A. Piper, buried at the
cemetery. An “Alfred A. Piper” had a land patent very close by, and one could deduct that there
couldn’t be many A. A. Pipers in such a small and at the time sparsely populated area,
however no piece of information confirming the two names are the same person could be
found.
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